eNEWSLETTER
March 2019
“Lord, teach us to pray…” The disciples ask Jesus to show them how
they can best talk to God. Jesus responds by teaching them the Lord’s Prayer. It is a
prayer which has become a Christian mantra; our comforting repetitive spiritual
phrase which helps us to feel closer to God.
During Lent at Christ the King, we will be looking at all of the diﬀerent ways we are
called to pray. Prayer happens in many forms and has many functions. With the
Lord’s Prayer as our foundation, we will take time to examine who we are called to
be and how we can help others experience the kingdom of God. We will use art,
music, candles, meditation, the written word, and silence to explore ways in which
we can deepen our spiritual connection to God and create new and diﬀerent
meditative habits.
In short we will be experiencing the Art of Prayer for the 45 days of Lent.
Saturday and Sunday worship will expose us to ways we are called to pray as well as new versions of the Lord’s
Prayer for use in our regular worship and devotional life. There are more versions of the Lord’s Prayer than the
King James Version we currently use in worship. It is helpful for us to all be well rounded in our knowledge of
diﬀerent versions of the Lord’s Prayer including those which hew much more closely to the original translation and
theological underpinnings of the Lord’s Prayer found in the Bible.
On Tuesday mornings, the lectionary Bible study will take a deep dive into the texts we are focusing on each
weekend in worship. It will provide us a better understanding of what Jesus is asking us to do when we pray and
how we can be intentional in our private and public prayer life.
Wednesday evenings during Lent will be a hands on exploration of prayer practices. All ages and abilities are
invited to join us for prayer in an active and creative way. We will be working on individual and communal artworks
which will be displayed during an art show on April the 7th and used in our worship space. We will discover
together that prayer can be more than just closing your eyes; it can also be moving your hands and feet and
focusing your mind and spirit in an expression of creativity that helps you to feel closer to the Creator of
Everything.
Lent is always a time for introspection. It is also a time for inclusion. Our Lenten activities are a perfect way to
invite friends and family to come and experience the congregation of Christ the King and to experience the life
changing love of God.
The tradition of Lent is of giving up or letting something go. I invite you to give up your preconceived notions of
prayer and open yourself up to the way in which the Holy Spirit is moving in the world.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Matt

7393 Dimmick Road, West Chester, Ohio 45069
513.777.4370  oﬃce@ctkluth.org  www.ctkluth.org

WORSHIP

Cottingham Worship
Sunday, March 10 @ 2:00 pm
Cottingham Retirement Community
(3995 Cottingham Dr.)
CtK leads worship the second Sunday of each
month. Additional voices for singing, praying, and
fellowship always enhance the experience for both
residents and those of us who attend. Help is
needed in handing out bulletins and serving
communion. Christ the King is the only church who
regularly brings Holy Communion to the residents
for their Protestant worship.

Worship Schedule
Saturday @ 5 pm
Sunday @ 11 am

Contact Denise

Coffee House Worship

Dixieland Worship
& Fat Saturday Dinner

Saturday, March 30 @ 5:00 pm
Invite your friends and family to a guitar‐led, coﬀee
house style, relaxed service with Holy Communion.

Saturday, March 2
Service @ 5:00 pm; Dinner @ 6:00 pm
Come for this special service featuring Mark
Dauterman & the Jambalaya Jazz Band and cantor
Deondra Mean. There will be catered Cajun meal
following worship. See more information about
dinner on page 8.

Easter Flowers
Flowers for Easter will be available for memorial
dedication. Look for donation envelopes at the usher
stand starting the weekend of March 23/24 and
return completed forms with payment to the oﬃce.

No worship Sunday, March 3

Pastor Matt’s Weekly Sermon
Podcast

There will be no service, but there will be a pancake
breakfast! See more information on page 8.

After such a great response to Pastor Matt’s Jan 20
snowy‐ day sermon on Facebook, he has decided to
share his sermon in a weekly podcast. The video
podcast will be posted on CtK’s Facebook page each
Sunday at 2:30 pm. Tune‐in if you’re unable to make
it to church that weekend or share it with your
friends. You will be able to access archived sermons
on CtK’s website (www.ctkluth.org).

Burial of the Alleluias
Each year we “give up” singing or saying ALLELUIA in
worship during the season of Lent. This year we are
placing our alleluias into a symbolic cocoon at the
end of the Dixieland worship service. They will
undergo metamorphosis to become Easter alleluias!

Ash Wednesday Worship

Weekly Lectionary Podcast

Wednesday, March 6 @ noon & 7:00 pm
Join us as our Lenten Journey begins
together with ashes on our head –
a symbol of our humanity, repentance
and need for the hand of God to lead
us. The worship service will include the
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.

You’re invited to tune‐in to a podcast which is
devoted to reading the weekly lectionary. The
podcast can now be found on iTunes, Stitcher and
Google Play. Look for “The Weekly Lectionary”
www.weeklylectionary.com
Contact Steve
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Readings for March Our Prayer Journey Continues

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Palm/Passion Day—April 13 @ 5:00 pm
April 14 @ 11:00 am
Triduum (The Three Days)
Maundy Thursday—April 18 @ 7 :00 pm
Good Friday—April 19 @ noon and 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil—April 20 @ 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday—April 21 @ 9:00 and 11:00 am

Easter Vigil’s Stories of Salvation
Everybody loves a good story, right? And we’ve got
some of the best, right here in our own Bible, told by
some very creative CtK story tellers—Creation, Noah
& the Flood, Crossing the Red Sea, and more!
On Easter Vigil, this most holy of nights, the family of
God gathers and recalls the many and various ways
that God has saved his people throughout the
generations. The Old Testament stories tell over and
over again about a God who challenges, loves, and
cares for us. They naturally lead us to the place
where we are saved – over and over again – in our
Baptism.
Call for Storytellers
Creative Connections is working on a story or two to
tell, but additional tellers are needed. Readers are
also needed. If you are interested (or just curious)
please sign up on the kiosk or contact Denise.

March 2 ‐ Transfiguration
Exodus 34:29‐35
2 Corinthians 3:12 ‐ 4:2
Luke 9:28‐43a
March 6 ‐ Ash Wednesday
Psalm 51
Isaiah 58:1‐12
2 Corinthians 5:20b‐6:10
Matthew 6:1‐21
March 9/10 ‐ Lent 1 ‐ How Should We Pray?
Jonah 2:1‐10
Jonah prays to the Lord in his
distress
Psalm 141
Let my prayer rise up as
incense before you
1 Thessalonians 5:14‐22 Pray without ceasing
Luke 11:1‐4
Lord teach us to pray
March 16/17 ‐ Lent 2 ‐ Keep Praying!
Genesis 18:16‐33 Abraham keeps bugging God
Psalm 6
The Lord hears my prayer
Ephesians 6:10‐18 Prayer in the Spirit
Luke 11:5‐11
Persistence in prayer
March 23/24 ‐ Lent 3 ‐ Private Prayer Life
Daniel 6:6‐13
Daniel prays despite the
king’s edict
Psalm 139
You know my inmost
thoughts
Romans 8:26‐27 The Spirit intercedes on our
behalf
Mark 1:35‐39
Jesus prays alone
March 30/31 ‐ Lent 4 ‐ Public Prayer Life
1 Kings 18:30‐46 Elijah prays, God’s power
will be revealed
Psalm 28
God hears the sound of our
pleadings
James 5:13‐18
The prayer of the righteous
John 11:17‐44
The power of the Father
through prayer
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THE ART OF PRAYER Concert
& Art Show

LENT 2019
The Art of Prayer—
Next Steps in CtK’s Prayer Journey

Sunday, April 7 @ 3:00pm
Featuring CtK Choir & Instrumentalists and works of
art.

Build on our foundation of prayer and study during
Lent through worship, study, and daily prayer and
devotions.

A Call for Artists
We are seeking entries for an upcoming art show on
April 7 at Christ the King. Please share this
information with anyone who might be interested.
This event is open to all artists working in any media.
All interpretations of the theme PRAYER are
acceptable, including photography, original artwork,
fiber arts, quilting, digital. NO entry fee. Deadline for
entry is March 30. For more info or to submit
artwork, contact Denise.

Weekend worship
The Lord’s Prayer will be the over‐arching theme in
worship. We will lift up the words our Lord taught us
through scripture readings and a variety of
languages and musical settings.
The Prayer Wall will continue to be a place of prayer
reflection. As an addition for Lent, post‐it notes will
be found in the chair backs – use them to write a
phrase from the Lord’s Prayer ‐ maybe in a diﬀerent
language ‐ and post them directly to the wall. The
post‐its will be combined to create a community
Lord’s Prayer art project to be displayed in THE ART
OF PRAYER Art Show on April 7.

A Call for Singers
We are seeking additional voices to join the choir for
the month of March and sing with them for THE ART
OF PRAYER concert Sunday, April 7. Rehearsals will
take place Thursday evenings from 7:00‐8:30 pm.
Youth and adults welcome. Please contact Denise, if
you are interested and we’ll get a folder ready for
you!

Mid‐week Lectionary Study
Tuesdays @ 10:00‐11:00 am
Join Pastor Matt in studying the readings for the
upcoming weekend.
The Art of Prayer
Prayer, Word, Creative Reflection, and Holy
Communion
Wednesdays @ 7:00 – 8:00pm
March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10
See how the Spirit unlocks our creativity to bring us
closer to Christ. Maybe you’re a writer, a painter, a
thinker, a musician, or maybe just an observer.
Experience prayer, silence, sacred story, and
fellowship to become more fully aware of the
mystery of God’s presence in our lives.
All ages and abilities are welcome. Created artwork
will be displayed in THE ART OF PRAYER Art Show on
April 7.
Daily Prayer & Devotional Calendar
You can pick up a hard copy of the prayer calendar in
the Gathering Area, or access a digital copy online at
www.ctkluth.org. You are encouraged to journal
your thoughts, get with a prayer partner, or post on
the Prayer Journey Wall in the sanctuary.
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EDUCATION
Creative Connections
Sundays @ 9:30‐10:30 am
March 10, 17, 24
Creative Connections will be creating live liturgical
art during worship in March. This unique experience
will enhance our Lenten theme of THE ART OF
PRAYER. No special skills are required to participate.
All ages and abilities are welcome!

MEMBER CARE
Support for Home Meals,
Transportation, and Funerals

There will be no Creative Connections
on March 3 or 31.

CtK is using the online organizational tools on the
“Lotsa Helping Hands” website to coordinate
providing meals and transportation for members in
need, as well as, preparing meals for funerals. Each
of these 3 ministry areas is organized in a diﬀerent
“community”. If you would like to participate in
preparing home meals, providing transportation, or
preparing funeral meals, follow these steps:
1. Go to www.LotsaHelpingHands.com
2. Click on “Join a Community” and enter “Christ
the King’ into the community name search. You
should see a listing of 3 communities.
3. Join the ministry communities you would like
participate in by selecting “join” and follow the
sign‐in directions.
4. You will be notified by email when a need arises.

Contact Pastor Matt

Lutheranism 101
Sunday, March 17 @ 12:30 pm
“The Pharisees and Sadducees”
Come and look deeper into our understanding of the
Christian faith as Lutherans. This class meets monthly
through April. All ages are welcome!
Contact Pastor Matt

PRAYER MINISTRY
First Friday Prayer Vigil
Friday, March 1 @ 11:00 am‐3:00 pm
The sanctuary will be open for anyone to come for
quiet prayer and meditation. Names of those on our
prayer lists will made available, so that you can lift up
their names. Please sign up for a time‐slot on the
Gathering Area kiosk.

Contact Kathy or Laura

College Care Packages
CtK will be sending our college students some extra
love this spring in the form of care packages.
Donations are welcome through March 31—think
snacks, cookies, and other yummy treats. You can
bring donated items to the church oﬃce.
Parents, please send your student’s campus address
to the church oﬃce. Care packages will be
assembled on Sunday, March 31 at 12:30 pm. All are
welcome to come help with this project.
Contact Ellen
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OUTREACH

WELCA (W

Thanks to Our Many
Volunteers!

Mary Martha Circle

OMEN OF THE

ELCA)

Tuesday, March 12 & 26 @ 11:30 am
Bring your lunch and join in the creation of quilts for
Lutheran World Relief and local needs. All are
welcome!

February was a full month of
service at Christ the King.
Family Promise
CtK hosted 4 Family Promise families— each with
their own story. Thanks to the many volunteers who
helped set up and tear down the bedrooms, do the
laundry, provide food and meals, play games, and
serve as overnight hosts. Thanks also to those who
pray, and continue to pray, for our families as they
look for housing. CtK continues to get high marks as
a host church — not only do we have great food, but
we share well the Gospel of Hospitality with our
guests. One family did graduate from the program
during the week! We did all this last minute as
another church needed to trade weeks, so again, CtK
really “steps up."
Stepping Forward
On Tuesday February 12, Christ the King prepared the
meal for Stepping Forward at Faith Methodist
Community Church on Cox Rd. Stepping Forward is
program which provides a community meal and
helps people improve their job and life skills. Our
CtK Troubadours played rousing, toe‐tapping,
spiritual music with a twist — as they will again in
March 12. Even when CtK doesn’t bring the food, we
provide the music.
If you are interested in or have questions about
helping with either Family Promise or Stepping
Forward, contact Sue.

Opioid Crisis
We continue pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead us
in ways to connect with and help our neighbors. On
February 19, CtK sent Pastor Matt and Susan to a
collaborative seminar of the ELCA Southern Ohio
Synod and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Cincinnati to hear how our churches can work
together to address the needs of our neighbors
aﬀected by the opioid crisis. Look for more
information about this ministry coming soon.
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Contact Ruby

Rachel Circle
Tuesday, March 19 @ 7:00 pm
Meet @ CtK
All women are invited and welcome to join in study,
fellowship, and service. The Bible study will be from
the March issue of Gather Magazine, "Meeting with
Jesus, Friends for life in Christ" . The outreach
project for March will be Easter remembrances for
shut‐ins. All are welcome and we always rejoice in
new guests.
Contact Mary

A Gardening Evening with Chris
McKeown
Monday, March 25 @ 7:00 pm
Calling ALL gardeners and anyone eager for spring to
begin! WELCA is hosting Chris McKeown who will
share his extensive knowledge on plants that do well
in our area.
Chris has spent years in the nursery business dating
back to 1981. He has worked with his father Denny
since he was a child. Denny, as you may know, is a
popular and well respected gardening expert who
has a radio presence and regularly writes the
gardening column in the Cincinnati Enquirer. Denny
worked as a manager first at Natorps and then
opened "Bloomin Garden Centre" in Blue Ash. Chris
has been a regular there as manager and now
owner. He believes that everyday brings
opportunities for new learning as gardening is ever
evolving.
Come join us for a delightful evening filled with
practical gardening advice and dreaming about the
upcoming spring flowers. This event is open to
everyone, so to invite your friends and neighbors!

Ascension Lutheran Quilt Show

Pastor Nicole Kelly of Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection (LCR) in Anderson Township shared
with us the journey of contemplative prayer and
techniques that can be used to focus our intention
and attention. It was Spirit lead.

Saturday, March 9 @ 10:00 am ‐ 4:00 pm
Ascension Lutheran Church (7333 Pfeiﬀer Rd.)
You and your friends are invited to Ascension’s Quilt
Show. This event is for those who love quilting or
just love quilts. New and antique quilts and the
stories that go with them will be featured. There will
also be a special focus on the Quilt Project for
Lutheran World Relief .

Contemplative prayer practices focus on centering
our minds on growing in relationship and intimacy
with God. To paraphrase what Pastor Nicole said, it is
“a mindfulness of intent” which requires our
attention. How do we do this? Psalm 46:10 says “Be
still and know that I am God”. Being still and focused
on God’s word and/or how we experience his Spirit
working/trying to work in our lives can be
challenging.

THE COLLABORATIVE
Welcome to The Collaborative!
This is a 2‐year journey for Christ the King to
experience the depth and breadth of God's love in
worship, prayer, study of scripture, and sharing of
faith as we discern the presence and will of God in
our midst.

Centering Prayer utilizes a key word, phrase, color,
or picture to ground/re‐ground ourselves in the
present moment. When fleeting thoughts intrude
into our prayer time, centering can allowing us to
give and keep our attention focused on God.

Listening Posts

How do we pray? Do we view our world and others
as God loves us? Do we listen? Do see God at work in
our lives? There is no right or wrong way to
pray. Jesus taught us to pray, to ask, to believe, and
to trust.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the
listening posts in February. A summary of comments
received was shared with the congregation on Feb
23/24. If you were unable to attend the update
meeting, copies of this summary are available in the
Gathering Area.

Find quiet time to converse with God and His Son
through prayer. Whether you are driving, fixing
meals, getting ready for work, or during your special
“quiet time”, no matter where you find yourself, find
time to have a good hearted talk, through prayer,
with God.

Next Steps—The Art of Prayer
CtK will continue to dig deeper into prayer during the
season of Lent. Look on page 4 for more details
about how we will be building on our foundation of
prayer and study through worship, study, and daily
prayer and devotions.
Contact Laura

Learning Event on Contemplative
Prayer
CtK hosted the Southern Ohio Synod’s Collaborative
learning event on Experiencing & Learning
Contemplative Practices on February 2.The event
focused on how we can experience God through
contemplative prayer. CtK members and our
Collaborative partner congregations came together
to learn about these techniques and practices.
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FELLOWSHIP

Lutherans on the Loose
Friday, March 8 @ 6:00 pm
Lutherans on the Loose, a CtK
fellowship group, invites all ages
to join them for an evening of
fun and food. Bill will show us
around his lab and share the
mysteries of super magnets and
the wonders of high voltage
electricity — with a way cool grand finale. (Note:
people with pacemakers may wish to pass on this
and people with hearing aids, leave them in the car
for the demonstration) Earplugs will be provided.

Fat Saturday Dinner
Saturday, March 2 @ 6:00 pm
Stay after the Dixieland worship service for a catered
Cajun dinner featuring entrees by J. Gumbo’s Cajun &
Creole Cooking Company. The cost is $12 for adults, $
5 for kids 6‐12, and free for kids 5 and under. This
special event is hosted by the youth group and is a
fundraiser for the 2021 Youth Gathering.

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, March 3 @ 10:00 am
Come back to CtK the morning after the Dixieland
service for fellowship and a pancake breakfast.
(There will be no worship that morning.)

The group will then have dinner at Copper Blue
(900 Main St., Milford). Check out their menu at
www.grubatcopperblue.com. RSVP on the kiosk by
March 3, so that dinner reservations can be made.

Contact Kathy

Contact Susan

Book Club
Tuesday, March 5 @ 6:30 pm
All are welcome to join the Book Club as the group
discusses Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver. This is a
timely novel that interweaves past and present to
explore the human capacity for resiliency and
compassion in times of great upheaval.

Grapevine

Looking ahead...April's selection is Before We Were
Yours by Lisa Wingate.

Contact Jeanine

Friday, March 15 @ 6:00 pm
Everyone age 50+ is invited to come for a fun evening
of food and games. The hosts will supply drinks and
desserts. You are asked to bring a side dish to share.
All are welcome!

Something Nice After Church (SNAC)

Feel free to invite your friends and neighbors. Book
club is a great way to get to know fellow CtK
members. Happy reading!

Sunday, March 17 @ 12:30 pm
Stay after worship for good food and fellowship!
Please sign‐up on the Gathering Area kiosk.

Contact Donna

Contact Kathy

Lunch with Pastor Matt

Coffee with Pastor

Thursday, March 7 @ 11:30 am
The Wooden Barrel
(9303 Cincinnati Columbus Rd)
Grab something to eat and join
Pastor Matt for lunch.

Tuesday, March 26 @ 7:00 pm
Coﬀee Beans & Brew (7051 Yankee Rd.)
Join Pastor Matt for relaxed conversation and
fellowship.
Contact Pastor Matt, pastormatt@ctkluth.org

Contact Pastor Matt,
pastormatt@ctkluth.org
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YOUTH

PROPERTY

Dixieland Decorating Party

Project Updates

Friday, March 1 @ 6:00 pm
All youth are encouraged to come and enjoy some
fellowship time at the annual Dixieland Decorating
Party. Pizza will be served.



The sanctuary slab repairs have been completed
on schedule. The high spots in the construction
joints have been removed and the construction
joints saw‐cut and filed with a flexible joint filler.
The entrance floors for the two east doors in the
sanctuary were also reconstructed.



The sanctuary carpet contract has been awarded
and the carpet has been ordered from the
manufacturer. However, carpet manufacturer
will supply the carpet in 4 to 6 weeks. The target
now is to complete the installation before Palm
Sunday.



The cover and the floor surrounding the
baptismal font’s pump pipe has been
reconstructed. The cover was severely corroded.
The supporting frame in the floor and the
adjacent concrete had also significantly
deteriorated.



The second kitchen oven became non‐functional
and is being replaced with combination oven/
range unit. Because this requires a circulating fan
above the range, we are looking at installing a
microwave rather than just a hood with a fan.

There will be no regular youth group meeting in
March.

EVANGELISM
Join the Evangelism Team
The new Evangelism chairperson is in the process of
putting together a team to help spread the word to
the community about what is happening at Christ the
King. No door knocking is required! No Bible
thumping on a corner will take place! If you are
interested in joining this ministry group, contact
Mary.

Lakota Summer Fun Fair
Monday, March 4 @ 6:00‐8:00pm
Lakota East High School (6840 Lakota Ln .)
Wednesday, March 6 @ 6:00‐8:00pm
Lakota West High School (8940 Union Centre Blvd.)
Come visit CtK’s Drama Camp booth at this year’s
Summer Fun Fair!
Mark your calendars for summer Drama Camp:
July 21‐28
Wonder what mischief we’ll get into this year….!?!

WANTED: Help with our grounds
We need help in sprucing‐up the grounds for major outdoor
“Front Porch” events that will be happening this year.
People to help grow grass—There are several areas of our property with bare soil that, once the weather
and soil conditions are right, will be in URGENT NEED of people to help do some grading, seeding, and
strawing. This will help protect these areas against erosion and make sure the water goes where we need it
to go.
People to help with yard clean‐up—Clean‐up work is needed around the church property, as well as,
helping to move wood chips for mulch.
Both of these tasks need to happen sometime during March. They can be done by yourself or in a party
with others. Contact Susan
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STEWARDSHIP

for congregational needs.
If you are currently enrolled in “Simply Giving”,
THANKS! If you would like to learn more about the
program or are ready to sign up, contact our
Financial Secretary, Eric. He can answer all your
questions and help you fill‐out the authorization
form.

Our mission at Christ the King is to share the Good
News that we have through Jesus. Together we join
in sharing our talents and gifts of time and money to
enable this mission to take place. Each of us has
something special to oﬀer.
There are many ways our gifts of time support the
ministry of Christ the King. Some are out front, like
serving on the altar during worship. Others are
behind the scenes, like cleaning linens for Family
Promise. Some require a particular skill set, like
upgrading the computers in the oﬃce. Others are
accessible to anyone, like greeting each other during
the “passing of the peace”. All of these levels of
involvement help our congregation to live out our
mission. All are appreciated!

COUNCIL

Financial gifts are also an important way support its
mission. Our annual budget supports ministries and
staﬀ, pays utilities and the mortgage, and benefits
numerous outreach organizations. As with gifts of
time, all levels of financial gifts help our
congregation, and all are appreciated!

A Note From the Council President
Dear Friends in Christ,
While we are a strong team of faithful and passionate
leaders, your council is all about the business of
church business. Our congregation has a constitution
and set of by‐laws that we use to operate Christ the
King. It all comes together to provide the skeleton
for the body of God’s work that we do here. We pray
as a team and as individuals that the Holy Spirit
guides us in our leadership, so that we get ever
closer to achieving what God has intended for Christ
the King.

Most of us have good intentions when it comes to
sharing our gifts. But sometimes we’re out of town
or ill and can’t participate in a special outreach
project or worship service. Sometimes the weather
doesn’t cooperate. Sometimes life crashes in, and we
can’t do what we initially hoped to do. That’s fine ‐
we live in grace! There are always more
opportunities to share our gifts.

We have already started to pray and prepare for our
May annual congregational meeting. We are excited
to be working on business things like formal job
descriptions and an employee handbook for the
staﬀ; expense authority level for council; new
position of Elder of Evangelism; and a gift policy and
a memorial wish list for the memorials committee.
Stay tuned for more information regarding these
topics in the short months to come before our
Annual Meeting in May.

When it comes to giving financial gifts, one way to
help your intentions in supporting CtK’s ministry,
even when life gets in the way, is to utilize “Simply
Giving”. This program, endorsed by Thrivent
Financial Bank, allows you to give electronically
directly from your checking or saving account. You
can set up automatic transactions to take place on a
weekly, monthly, or semi‐monthly basis. It’s very
easy to sign up for “Simply Giving”, and you can
change your donation amount at any time.

Prayers of peace and blessings to all and have a
happy spring!

Another good reason to use “Simply Giving” is that it
allows CtK to receive financial gifts in a regular and
anticipated way. This greatly helps in planning the
budget and maintaining a steady inflow of support

Yours in Christ,
Sheila
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VEIL (V

IDA

ETERNA IGLESIA LUTERANA)

It’s OFFICIAL, Vida E†erna is
an AMMPARO Welcoming
Church! The word “amparo”
in Spanish means protection
of a living creature from suﬀering/damage. The
ELCA’s strategy to Accompanying Migrant Minors
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation &
Opportunities (AMMPARO) was envisioned after
witnessing the plight of children who are forced to
flee their communities due to complex and
interrelated reasons, including chronic violence,
poverty, environmental displacement, and lack of
opportunities. AMMPARO is a holistic, whole
church commitment by the ELCA, as a church in the
world, to accompany children today and in the
future.

VEIL is …
Vida E†erna Iglesia Luterana
(Eternal Life Lutheran Church),
a local and Synodical ELCA Latino Ministry.

Worship Services
Sundays @ 4:15 pm
Lord of Life Lutheran Church (6329 Tylersville Rd.)
You are invited to join VEIL for bilingual service of the
Word and Sacrament.

Homework Fellowship Program
Sundays @ 2:00‐4:00 pm
Lord of Life Lutheran Church (6329 Tylersville Rd.)
VEIL invites you to come, as you are able, and work
with elementary age children who need assistance
with reading and basic math. There is no need to
speak Spanish. Sign up online if you are able to help
at http://bit.ly/2Lxh2Df

Welcoming Congregations make four
commitments:
 Welcome and minister to migrants, identifying a
contact person in the congregation who has
the language skills necessary for basic
communication
 Physically accompany migrants as they make
new lives in local communities
 Pray for justice for migrants
 Advocate for public policy that will positively
impact the current immigration crisis –
including working in partnership with the ELCA
Washington Oﬃce and Lutheran Immigration &
Refugee Service on immigration reform.

Contact Susan

Kroger Community Rewards
A very easy way to help support VEIL is to sign up
(either online or at the Customer Service Desk) with
Kroger’s Community Rewards program and choose
VEIL as the group you’d like to support. The group
number is YG489 . A percentage of all that you spend
at Kroger is sent to VEIL.

Donations

Welcoming Congregations do not oﬀer shelter,
employment, or other financial support, but simply
are willing to be a church home for migrant children
and families in the same way that congregations
generations ago welcomed Lutheran migrants from
Europe and helped them navigate life in their new
home.

Many thanks to the Rachel Circle and other CtK
members who donated items to support various
outreach programs. ¡Gracias, gracias!
The follow items are needed:
 Thin feminine pads (overnight or regular)
 Tampons (plastic)
 Baby wipes
 100% juice boxes/pouches
 Snacks (healthy and shelf stable)
Please place your items in the VEIL basket in the
Gathering Area. Thank you!

The first meeting of the Southern Ohio Synod
AMMPARO Network was held in February. Vida
E†erna is eager to empower other congregations
with its experience and witness as a Lutheran
Immigrant Congregation. If you are curious about
AMMPARO, visit elca.org/ammparo. There are
videos & resources available to anyone.
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COMMUNITY

Wittenberg Choir Concert
Monday, March 4 @ 7:30 pm
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
(101 S. Lebanon Rd.)
All are welcome to enjoy a concert featuring the
Wittenberg Choir. A freewill oﬀering will be
collected.

Sacred Connections
Sunday, March 23 @ 4:30 pm
The Bahá'í Center (2723 Montana Ave.)
The Cincinnati Festival of Faiths extends a special
invitation to worship with diﬀerent faiths, learn more
about each other, and enjoy fellowship in unique
sacred spaces. The March meeting will take place at
the Bahá'í Center. Their faith (Zoroastrianism) is the
world’s oldest revealed monotheistic faith.
They believe in life after death, freedom of choice,
the brotherhood of humankind, and harmony with
and care of nature. Attendance is free, but
reservations are required.
Contact The Cincinnati Festival of Faith,
www.cincifestivaloﬀaiths.org/sacredconnections

Seeing Race Through Faith
Saturday, April 6
Lord of Life Lutheran Church (6329 Tylersville Rd.)
You are invited to participate in this training
presented by the Southern Ohio Synod’s Race
Relations Task Force. This dialogue is designed to aid
us in identifying the hidden symbols and messages in
our faith practices that often perpetuate racism in
our church, communities, and world. We look
forward to engaging in dialogue with congregational
members, rostered ministers, and others in the
church interested in exploring how our faith
intersects with the racial tensions in God's work.
Attendees will engage in dialogue, ask questions,
and help one another improve our understanding on
race so that we can be better equipped for mission in
God's world.

Contact the Church Staff
Pastor
Rev. Matthew Byrd

pastormatt@ctkluth.org
cell: (253) 203‐5235

Pastoral Associate
Denise Simpson dsimpson@ctkluth.org
Ministry Coordinator
Laura Zajac lzajac@ctkluth.org
Custodian
Ramona Burns

Cost is $10 per person and will be collected on‐site at
the church. Cash or check will be accepted. Please
make checks payable to Lord of Life. Fee covers
lunch and materials.

oﬃce@ctkluth.org

For the Good of the Church
Thanks to...
 Sue, Dick and all the volunteers with Family
Promise during the week of Feb 3‐10.
 Perry for changing the light bulbs in the
education wing to LEDs.
 John for his work on the repair of the
baptismal font.
 Mark for all his work on the sanctuary floor.

Register by contacting Kim Uemura,
kuemura@southernohiosynod.org.
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MARCH CALENDAR
Fri 1
11:00 am Prayer Vigil
6:00 pm Youth Decorating Party
Sat 2
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast @ IHOP, Cox Ln
5:00 pm Dixieland Worship
6:00 pm Fat Saturday Worship
Sun 3
10:00 am Pancake Breakfast
Mon 4
3:00 pm Music Lessons
6:00 pm Lakota Summer Fair @ Lakota East HS
Tues 5
10:00 am Lectionary Bible Study
7:00 pm Book Club
Wed 6— Ash Wednesday
10:30 am Staﬀ Meeting
12:00 pm Worship
6:00 pm Lakota Summer Fair @ Lakota West HS
7:00 pm Worship
Thurs 7
11:30 am Lunch with Pastor @ The Wooden Barrel
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
Fri 8
6:00 pm Lutherans on the Loose
Sat 9
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast @ IHOP, Cox Ln
9:00 am Council Meeting
5:00 pm Worship
Sun 10
9:30 am Creative Connections
11:00 am Worship
2:00 pm Cottingham Worship
Mon 11
3:00 pm Music Lessons
Tues 12
10:00 am Lectionary Bible Study
11:30 am Mary Martha Circle
4:30 pm Stepping Forward Dinner
Wed 13
10:30 am Staﬀ Meeting
7:00 pm The Art of Prayer
Thurs 14
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

Fri 15
6:00 pm
Sat 16
7:30 am
5:00 pm
Sun 17
9:30 am
11:00 am
12:30 pm
12:30 pm
Mon 18
3:00 pm
Tues 19
10:00 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
Wed 20
10:30 am
7:00 pm
Thurs 21
7:00 pm
Sat 23
7:30 am
5:00 pm
Sun 24
9:30 am
11:00 am
Mon 25
3:00 pm
Tues 26
10:00 am
11:30 am
7:00 pm
Wed 27
10:30 am
7:00 pm
Thurs 28
7:00 pm
Sat 30
7:30 am
5:00 pm
Sun 31
11:00 am
12:30 pm
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Grapevine
Men’s Breakfast @ IHOP, Cox Ln
Worship
Creative Connections
Worship
Something Nice After Church (SNAC)
Lutheranism 101
Music Lessons
Lectionary Bible Study
Collaborative Team meeting
Rachel Circle
Staﬀ Meeting
The Art of Prayer
Choir Rehearsal
Men’s Breakfast @ IHOP, Cox Ln
Worship
Creative Connections
Worship
Music Lessons
Lectionary Bible Study
Mary Martha Circle
Coﬀee with Pastor @ Coﬀee Beans & Brew
Staﬀ Meeting
The Art of Prayer
Choir Rehearsal
Men’s Breakfast @ IHOP, Cox Ln
Coﬀee House Worship
Worship
College Care Packages

Christ the King Lutheran Church
7393 Dimmick Rd.
West Chester, OH 45069
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